REGISTRATION AND SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



DATE A P ril 23. 1990 



FULL NAME 



Ed Rincon 



(No initials if you can possibly get full name) 



ADDRESS_ 
city Garden Grove 



STATE 



CA 



ZI? CODE 



92640 



DATE OF BIRTH 



(This is important and should be exact) 



APPROXIMATE AGE_ 
RELIGION 



_(To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known) 
NATIONALIT Y 



OCCUPATION 



EDUCATION_ 
WEIGHT 



COLOR 



HEIGHT 



COLOR OF HAIR 



COLOR OF EYES 



OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTERESTS 

MARRIED OR SINGLE S]t^ CHILDREN, 

WIFE'S NAME 



(Number, ages, and names, if possible) 



SCOUTING CONNECTIONS: 



UNIT # 

7T 



CITY 



STATE 



OFFICE 



6 /K,z,Lt^ ^ 



DATE REGISTERED DATE RESIGNED 
*/?3 ' " ^ 



SPECIAL RECOGNITION i/^;u Ho*. x 



RECOMMENDED FOR CONFIDENTIAL FILE FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: 

L] CONVICTION OF CRIMINAL CONDUCT Q SUBSTANTIATED REPORTS 

lU OFFICIAL CHARGES OF CRIMINAL CONDUCT (REVIEW) Q UNSUBSTANTIATED REPORTS 

SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND INDIVIDUAL FOR CONFIDENTIAL FILE 
AND LIST SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS : ' **"' ~ "* " ~~" ~ 



FIDEMTlSt 

JUL 2 1990 
F. STAROM 



NOTIO 

AUG 2 3 I99tf 
JOSEPH L AHSUH 



w — — ^ v-i 




SCOUT EXECUTIVE 
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August 24, 1990 



Mr* A. 3uford Hill 

Scout Executive 

Orange County Council, tfo. 39 



PESJ30KAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 



SUBJECT: 2D RINCON 



Dear Buford: 

Thank you for the detailed information sent concerning the above Scouter. 
This cnse has been reviewed vith our attorney and is now on our permanent 
Ineligible Volunteer File* 

Sincerely, 



Paul Zrnst, Director 
Registration Service 



cc: western Region 
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Richard Harrington 

Western Region 

Boy Scouts of America 



Ed ear d 




rare 



a. 9261^.0 



June 17, 1990 



Dear Mr Harrington: 

I have recently been the victim of a vicious 
accusation by a boy from Troop 75 of Garden Grove, where I have 
been an adult leader for about 17 years. Based solely on this boy's 
wore, my registration in the 8SA was cancelled as of April 29, 1990 
ana I was given sixty days to appeal. This is my response. ' 

I joined Scouting when I was 12. As a scout I 
earned the highest rank the country where I was born had to of fir 
1 went from patrol Quartermaster to troop Scoutmaster. I worked 
card, axwaya emphasizing Scout Spirit and adherence to the Scout ■ 
Caen and Law. This approach, combined with the idea of mak- g al i 
tne activities fun for everybody allowed me to accomplish a lot. My ' 
reputation as a scout and as a leader grew so much that to this day 
wnen I arrive in the old country a delegation of uniformed scouts 
always comes to the airport to greet me. 

In the United States I have been volunteering 
■'■:! services co the same District (El Caoitan) for eve- ~0 -» a -s 
,s a Scoutmaster in Troop 90 I turned a weak, declining trooo'into 
one of tne best two units in the District. The other was T~ooo 75 
wnere I was also volunteering as an Assistant Scoutmaster. I worked 
:or Troop 9 for many years, and received nothing but awards and 
praise from the boys, the parents and. the 53 A. Under my direction 
the troop earned, the National Camping Award every year, was always 
one of the top troops at the Camporeesnd was given the President's 
Honor Unit Award, among other awards. My backpacking program was 
so succesful that other units would request my services in organizing 
theirs, we would go to the Colorado river every year in fiberglass 
canoes of our own making, and never missed a Summercamo.In fact, 
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my troop had at the very least one outing a month. I was given the 
Woodbadge beads in 1975, the Scouter's Training Award, t.he Scout- 
master's Key, the National President's Leader of Distinction Award, 
the District's Award of Merit, and lots of certificates of appre- 
ciation and recognition from the troops, the HSA and the boys* them- ' 
selves. During all this time, I was also an Assistant Scoutmaster 
in Troop 75, and everyone there at the time can attest to my inte- 
grity. 

I. .was elected to the Order of the Arrow and, after 
leaving the Scoutmas tership of Troop 90 to a- former Eagle Scout I' - 
dedicated myself to reviving the local Chapter, which was at the ' 
lowest possible level of morale, organization and membership When ' ^ 
I became Chapter Advisor I made Scout Spirit our first priority, 
and ail our activities became well organized, instructive and fun. 
The Chapter was given the Chapter of the Year award several times. 
Seasoned Scouters would come forward to tell me that cur Fellow- 
ship was the finest, most inspiring experience they ever had in 
Scouting. I still get stopped by former arrowmen who want to oump 
m 7 left hand and thank me for the experiences and memories I helped '"' ' 
to provide for them. I received the Wixiscan award, was voted * 
Arrowman of the Year and was given the Vigil Honor. 

As sometimes happens to very active volunteers, 
I began to feel a little curnsd out. I became less active in the 
Order of the Arrow, but remained as an adult leader in Troop 75. 
I also put on my backpacking program for Troop 171;, and remained 
there as. an Assistant Scoutmaster for several years. There, as every- 
where, my efforts were appreciated by all. 

At about this time, I aeveiop-ed ulcers, cue ' ' 
primarily to job related stress. I dropped cut of Troop 17k, but, •" 
again, maintained my membership with Troop 7b. I wasn't very active 
there, but I helped with training, merit badges, Summercamos and 
other activities, including, now ana then, Friday night swims. Last 
year my ulcers put me in the hospital, and early this year I had to 
undergo mayor surgery for the uicsrs as well as for my gallbladder. 
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and asked me 'to ta.W to chose boys, so I drove^y car to catch up 
with them. There were two sets of brothers: the first had seve-ai 
members and were lead by the oldest, a ver y tailed responsible ~ 
young man. The other set' were younger, the iaHH brothers , and 
they said that they were spending the night with the others! I 
told them that they had upset the Scoutmaster by walking away, at 
night, without his permission, that the Scouts were responsible for 
chem at that time, and that their parents would not know where they 
werej^lso questioned them rather sternly about whether or not 
the BS9 already had permission to spend the night away from 
nome. They hadn't. I let them know that I wasn't pleased. But 
since they all live nearby, and I couldn't put them all in my car 
I let the matter drop and they walked home. However, I called the' 
Scoutmaster as soon as I got home and informed him on what had 
Happened. I thought that was the end of a rather typical Friday 
night troop swim. I had no idea of the trouble that was brewing. 

Before that night, I have had thousands r- 
opportunities to moles, scouts if that was my bent. I have earned 
Hundreds of backpacking and camping awards, reoresentinz oerhaos 
thousands of days and nights spent in very close contact: with scouts, 
in situations where it would have been easy to do something as has 
oeen suggested. Do you really believe that a pervert would not have 
taken advantage, through more than 20 years, of the easy and safe 
opportunities presented to him in a lifetime of Scouting, and, 
instead, would choose to attack a rather sullen, unattractive,' imma- 
ture young boy in a situation where not only he couldn't physically 
take his action to any twisted conclusion, but put himself in great 
danger of being caught in the act by the many boys and adults in the 
immediate area at the time? 

I consider myself a good citizen and a law abi- 
ding man. I have lived in the same place for 17 years and no one 
has ever had any complaints in my neighbourhood. I have worked for 
tne same company for 2 3 years, again with no complaints whatsoever. 
I don't smoke and only drink an occasional glass of chamoagne. My 
police record is absolutely clean, and the only time I've ever been 
in the presence of a judge was when I fought an Unfair traffic 
ticket, and I won ' the case. 

k 
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I wasn't told by the BSA which boy accused me, 
but I have reason to believe it was HHHHHH B was one of 

the stragglers at the showers, one of che boys who were walking 
home, and didn't have permission to spend che night away from home. 
I might have been overly stern that night, and he could have been 
upset oy my words. However, that is hard to believe, because I had 
gone out of my way to help this particular boy. He had told me that 
ne couldn't g0 - to the Colorado river because of money. I told him - 
to do odd jobs for his neighbors. He said he couldn't get any work, 
that he had tried, and his brother had the available paper- route. 
I told him to offer to wash and wax cars, or mow lawns. He said that 
• nobody wanted to give him any work. I told him he could wax my car, 
since it needed it and I couldn't do it myself because of my sur- 
gery. He came over the Saturday before the night of the alleged 
incident. He waxed my car, we went for a coke at KacDonalds and 
returned to my apartment. Just then his dad called him. I gave the 
S10 dollars I had offered him beforehand (he did a good job), asked 
mm to deposit the money in his camping account with the troop 
.treasurer (apparently he never did), and he went home. I didn't see 
him again until the next Friday, when the incident supposedly happened; 

If | | had wanted to punish me, or get even with 
me for something, he could have accused me of having attemoted anything 
at my apartment when he was alone with me, although the doors were 
wide open and the sliding glass door to the balcony was also ooen all 
cms time, so we really didn't have any privacy. ?erhaos he was 
suoconsciously pleading for help or searching for attention. I know 
tnat adolescence is not an easy stage for a boy, specially today, and 
curing this time of confusing thoughts and feelings reason sometimes 
looses out to unfounded fears and misinterpreted facts. I can't blame 
his father for being so angry, but I have had to take his threats 
very seriously. 

I can understand the BSA's position, and it 3 - 
attempt at avoid ing liability, but I can't help feeling that, after 
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axl these years of loyal service to Scouting, the BSA has not been 
very supportive of me. In fact, it seems that, without a shred of 
evidence, the BSA has set itself up as judge and jury, pronounced 
a verecict of guilty, and punished me by kicking me out of the or- 
ganization. I have been denied the right to know the exact nature 
oi tne charges, and, officially, I don't even know who my accuser 
is. *ven xn the most barbaric, nation this treatment would be con- 
sidered mcsj: unfair, if not ilegal. 

.So far, I have suffered in silence in order to 
protect the troop and Scouting from scandal. Apparently gossip has 
been minimal. 

I want to make it clear that I want the BSA to 
reinstate my membership. I do not intend to continue as an active 
memaer of the BSA, because now I 3ee clearly the grave danger that 
every scout volunteer is in today, and. I would not put myself again 
tnrough what I have gone through in the past two months for anything 
m the world. The stress can quite literally kill me. Besides, in our 
society an accusation such as this is tantamount to being guilty, and 
the parents would never feel confident with me, or I comfortable w< th 
them. However, I will not allow my Scouting career, which has brought 
me honor and self-fulfillment, and which also brought an exc^ng 
inspiring Scouting program to literally thousands of boys, to end in 
dishonor and rejection. 

If necessary, I will solicit testimonials of my 
moral character from every scout, scouter and oarent that t ever came 
m contact with. This may force this issue into the ooen, and n may 
get ugly, but I will fi gh t this ridiculous, unfounded rumor at eve^y 
xevel of Scouting and, failing that, through every avenue of the 
judicial system.! will not stop until my name is officially cleared. 
I am a rather cuiet, unassuming man, but I will not let my honor b B 
cestroyed. I may not have much, and I may not have accomolished a 
great deal during my life, but I want to go to my grave not as a 
pervert, but with the satisfaction that I have done my part in heloing 
the youtr. of our world. Do not take that away from 



me . 



Yours in Scouting, 
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June 18, 1990 JIJH 2 J ]SSQ 

A * GRAVES 

Hr. Ted Cox 

Director of Field Service 
Orange County Council, Ho. 39 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: ED RINCON 

Dear Ted: 

I received a copy of the letter which you sent to Mr, Rincon 
suspending his registration. We have no other material in our file at 
this time. 

I am enclosing an Ineligible Volunteer Record Sheet which I would like 
to have completed, so we can identify Hr. Rincon. Please give us as 
much information as you have available. 

We would also like to have some substantiation of the reasons for your 
action. Please give us newspaper clippings, court records, or 
statements from individuals which would substantiate this. 

Thanks for your help. 

Sincerely, 



Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Service 

ag 

Enclosure 



cc: Western Region 

A. Buford Hill, Council No. 39 



April 23, 1990 



BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 
ORANGE COUNTY COUNCIL. INC. 

3590 Harbor Gatewav North 
Cosca Mesa. California 92626-1425 




Ed Rincon 



to z °\ 



Garden Grove, CA 92640 
Dear Ed: 

After careful review, we have decided that your registration with the Boy 
Scouts of America should be denied. We are therefore compelled to request 
that you sever any relations that you may have with the Boy Scouts of America. 
A refund of your registration fee is enclosed. 

You should understand that Boy Scouts of America membership registration is a 
privilege and is not automatically granted to everyone who applies. We 
reserve the right to refuse registration whenever there is a concern that an 
individual may not meet the high standards of membership which the Boy Scouts 
of America seeks to provide for American youth. 

If you wish to have this decision reviewed by a Boy Scouts of America regional 
review committee, please write to the regional director within 60 days of the 
date of this letter, explaining your version of the facts supporting your 
claim that your registration as a Boy Scouts of America member should be 
reinstated. The procedures for a ^eview of this decision are a-tachec. 

Sincere^y-,yours, 



Ted Cox 
Director of Field Service 

TC/kv 

cc: Richard Harrington 
Western Region, BSA 

Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Service 
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